[Temporal mesial sclerosis syndrome in epilepsy].
Mesial temporal sclerosis is a frequent cause of epilepsy. Patients with mesial temporal sclerosis usually have an early brain insult, a febrile convulsion in most cases, and a seizure free interval of variable duration. This is followed by complex partial seizures with stereotypic semiology. Histological analysis of the hippocampal formation demonstrates a well defined pattern of cell loss and axonal proliferation. This pattern indicates selective cell vulnerability to the excitotoxic process that causes mesial temporal sclerosis, and synaptic and axonal reorganization, which are involved in the pathogenesis of this disorder. Epilepsy associated with mesial temporal sclerosis is not a static process, neurons in this region of the temporal lobe are physiologically and biochemically active, participating in the pathophysiology of the disease by facilitating the recurrence of seizures. There are no pathognomonic findings in mesial temporal sclerosis, but its confident diagnosis can be achieved by convergence of different lines of evidence, including clinical, morphological, and functional findings. Complex partial seizures are often resistant to antiepileptic medication, while surgical resection of the epileptic focus provides seizure freedom in a large number of patients.